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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-483
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: July 23, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: July 25, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 30 – Planning and Development Department – in Part 6 – Building Inspection Division – to delete the requirement that the Chief of the Building Inspection Division must be a registered Professional Engineer in the state of Florida with at least 10 years of experience or the equivalent as an architect, engineer, inspector, contactor or superintendent of construction and must obtain a standard Building Official’s certification within one year of being hired for the position.  The bill inserts new requirements that the Chief must possess a Standard Building Code Administrator’s license and have had at least five years of experience as a certified building contractor or certified general contractor, and shall have been employed by the building inspection component of a municipal government for at least one year.
Background Information: The City’s eligibility requirements for its chief building inspector were discussed by a council committee several years ago, with speakers indicating that Jacksonville was unique in Florida in requiring that its Chief Building Official must be both a registered engineer and a certified Building Code Administrator.  Research at the time by the Council Research Division found that Jacksonville was fairly unique in its requirement to be a registered engineer to hold the position.  Some jurisdictions only required that the official be a certified Building Code Administrator; others  made the professional engineer registration one option among others for proving professional competence, including college degrees in engineering or construction management, or the holding of an architecture or contractor’s license, and/or years of experience.
Policy Impact Area: Chief Building Official qualifications
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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